
The CARES Act creates “Pandemic Unemployment Assistance” to provide unemployment 
benefits to certain workers otherwise ineligible for unemployment benefits. 

The CARES Act permits an individual who is self-employed, an independent contractor, or a gig worker 
to receive unemployment benefits if the individual self-certifies that he or she is able and available to 
work within the meaning of applicable state law and is “unemployed, partially unemployed or unable 
or unavailable to work” because of one or more of the following COVID-19–related reasons:

California has instituted its own Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program. 
permitting unemployed workers to collect benefits for up to 39 weeks. The $600 additional 
weekly benefit is currently only available to workers unemployed during the eighteen-week 
period spanning March 30, 2020, to July 31, 2020.

For more information, or to apply, please visit www.edd.ca.gov

 X He or she is diagnosed with COVID-19

 X He or she has symptoms of 
COVID-19 and is in the process of 
seeking a medical diagnosis

 X A household member has been 
diagnosed with COVID-19

 X He or she is providing care to a 
household member with COVID-19

 X A child or other person in the household 
for which the individual is the primary 
caregiver is unable to attend school 
or daycare due to COVID-19

 X The individual is unable to reach 
work due to a quarantine

 X The individual is unable to attend work 
because a healthcare professional 
advised him or her to self-quarantine

 X The individual is scheduled to 
commence employment and does not 
have a job or is unable to reach the 
job as a direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual is the sole wage earner in his 
or her household due to death of the head 
of household as a direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual was required to quit his or 
her job as a direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual’s place of employment 
closed as a direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual is self-employed, is 
seeking part-time employment, and 
does not have sufficient work history 
or otherwise would not qualify for 
unemployment benefits under another 
state unemployment program
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