
PANDEMIC UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE

Information Bulletin

This information bulletin is an excerpt from the EDD Pandemic Unemployment Assistance 
page developed by the Employment Development Department (EDD). To receive fully 

comprehensive guidelines or apply online  please visit https://www.edd.ca.gov.

THE EDD WILL BEGIN ACCEPTING ONLINE APPLICATIONS 
FOR THIS PROGRAM ON TUESDAY, APRIL 28. 

The CARES Act creates “Pandemic Unemployment Assistance” to provide unemployment benefits 
to certain workers otherwise ineligible for unemployment benefits. The PUA benefits are payable 
if you don’t qualify for regular UI benefits in California or another state and also do not qualify for 
State Disability Insurance or Paid Family Leave benefits. This includes:

Business owners Self-employed individuals  Independent contractors

You must also meet one of the following criteria:

 X He or she is diagnosed 
with COVID-19

 X He or she has symptoms of 
COVID-19 and is in the process 
of seeking a medical diagnosis

 X A household member has been 
diagnosed with COVID-19

 X He or she is providing care to a 
household member with COVID-19

 X A child or other person in 
the household for which the 
individual is the primary caregiver 
is unable to attend school or 
daycare due to COVID-19

 X The individual is unable to reach 
work due to a quarantine

 X The individual is unable to attend 
work because a healthcare 
professional advised him 
or her to self-quarantine

 X The individual is scheduled 
to commence employment 
and does not have a job or is 
unable to reach the job as a 
direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual is the sole wage 
earner in his or her household due 
to death of the head of household 
as a direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual was required 
to quit his or her job as a 
direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual’s place of 
employment closed as a 
direct result of COVID-19

 X The individual is self-employed, 
is seeking part-time employment, 
and does not have sufficient 
work history or otherwise would 
not qualify for unemployment 
benefits under another state 
unemployment program

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

$167 per week for each 
week you were unemployed 
from February 2, 2020 to 
March 28, 2020 due to a 
COVID-19 related reason.

$167 plus $600 per week for 
each week you were unemployed 
from March 29, 2020 to July 25, 
2020, due to a COVID-19 related 
reason.

$167 per week, for each week 
from July 26, 2020 to December 
26, 2020, that you are unem-
ployed due to a COVID-19 related 
reason, up to a total of 39 weeks 
(minus any weeks of regular UI 
and certain extended UI benefits 
that you have received).

Note: If you qualify for your claim to be backdated to an earlier PUA effective date based on your last day of work, you could receive 
payment for prior weeks you were unemployed due to COVID-19. You will be required to “certify” for your benefit payment. 

Benefit Payments
In order to provide benefits as quickly as possible, payments will be issued in phases. If you qualify for PUA, 
and depending on the effective date of your PUA claim, the initial payments you will receive are as follows:


